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greatly added to the peace and prosperity of the country. As to
the execution of tho edicts against heresy, it seems to me very
hard to insist on them in all their details, and I cannot see what
His Majesty can gain from them but to throw the country into
disorder and lose the love of his people. If His Majesty and your
Highness insist on carrying out these edicts, which I see may lead
to the utter ruin of the country, I ask leave to resign ray offices
and avoid the stain of failure on me and mine.
He protests his loyalty and patriotism, and declares
himself "a good Christian,"—he no longer says "a good
Catholic."
The decision of the Spanish King to maintain the
Inquisition in all its severity had aroused far wilder
indignation among the more ardent Protestants and tho
younger nobles. The chief of these was Louis of Nassau,
the brave, reckless, noble-hearted brother of the Prince,
who was associated with Count Brederode, a wild
debauche", Nicolas de Hames, a violent man, herald of
the Golden Fleece, and several of the active preachers.
Louis, like the rest of his family, was anti-Catholic; the
Flemish Hotspurs were all anti-Spanish. They held
continual meetings, in which the Prince had no part, and
devised schemes of which he could not wholly approve.
There was a meeting at Spa and another at Brussels,
where Louis and his Leaguers drew up and signed the
"Compromise of the Nobles." This was a vehement
protest against the Inquisition and a pledge of mutual
defence. Its language was violent; it denounced "the
gang of foreigners," "their inhuman barbarity," their
"false hypocrisy." It was signed by Louis, Bredorode,
and ultimately by some two thousand of the minor nobles
and burghers. The Prince, who did not sign this docu-
ment, endeavoured to form a league on less violent lines,

